
DOES MY FOOD DONATION QUALIFY? 
Is the food within its “Use By” date? 

We apologize but we are unable to accept any food donations that are past their posted expiration 
date.  

Has the food been prepared within the last 5 days? 

We can only accept donated food that has been recently prepared. 

Was the food prepared in a commercial kitchen? 

While we love Grandma’s cooking just as much as you do, in order to comply with food recovery 
laws, acceptable donations must have been prepared in a commercial kitchen. The Stewpot 
focuses most heavily on the rescue of prepared foods in larger quantities however, we will do 
our best to accommodate any usable small food donations as well. 

Has the food been maintained at the proper temperature? 

Cold food items must be stored under 40 degrees Fahrenheit. Hot food items must be kept at a 
temperature greater than 160 degrees Fahrenheit.  

If the donation includes animal products, were the animal products bred for 
consumption? 

We can only accept domesticated animal products raised in an agricultural setting and bred for 
human consumption. This means we are unable to accept your personal hunted wild game such as 
deer, duck, boar, and wild caught fish. 

Are you able to transport the food to The Stewpot? 

While we are able to pick up certain food items, due to limited resources with our transportation 
truck, we prefer to have donations dropped off. Many of our partners take on an increased 
amount of work and sometimes direct costs to be able to forward leftovers to The Stewpot. 
Please contact a member of our food recovery team to coordinate donation drop-offs/pick-ups. 

If you answered YES to all of the questions above, your food donation may be 
eligible for Food Recovery! 

 
Take the next step.  

 
Contact: 

Rob Guild, Food Recovery Specialist  
C: 469.236.0488 

RobG@thestewpot.org 
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