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Dallas ISD Prepares for the
Upcoming School Year

By Nicole Kiser

In Texas, August traditionally marks
the winding down of the summer and
the beginning of a new school year.
However, like many other things,
COVID-19 has caused this school
year to look radically differently.

While some school districts are be-
ginning to return to school, many are
beginning their lessons virtually for
the first few weeks. As COVID-19
cases continue to rise in Dallas, the
Dallas Independent School District
(DISD), under the recommenda-
tion of local health officials, initially
pushed back its normal start date un-
til after Labor Day.

Then, on August 20, the district de-
cided to delay in-person classes until
at least early October. “What we’d
like to do is go month to month,”
said Superintendent Michael Hino-
josa.

The August 20 decision drew praise
from Dallas County Judge Clay Jen-
kins. On Twitter, Jenkins said “By
heeding the recommendation of the
public health experts, [DISD] pro-
tects our greatest asset — our children
— and those who serve them.”

The idea of reopening in-person
shortly after Labor Day had been
controversial. Before DISD’s board
briefing on August 13, a large group
of Dallas ISD educators — coordi-
nated through their teacher organiza-

tion, Alliance-AFT — protested at
the site. Rena Honea, the Alliance-
AFT president, said she wanted the
board to consider not reopening
campuses until at least 2021.

Reopening has been questioned by
parents as well. The daily case num-
bers have offered parents little com-
fort, as Dallas, Collin and Tarrant
counties reported high numbers of
new cases, citing previously report-
ed old cases for the large increases.
At least five school districts in North
Texas have had staff test positive in
the last month — Frisco ISD, Man-
sfield ISD, Wiley ISD, Keene ISD
and Carroll ISD — and Frisco ISD
has had students at least three high
schools test positive.

The Texas Education Agency and the
Texas Department of State Health
Services decided in late August that
they will collect COVID-19 case
data from schools and provide it to
the public. According to the Dallas
Morning News, they also will collect
data about children and employees at
licensed child care facilities, school-
age programs and pre-school and
after-school programs.

With all of the current uncertainty
and opacity on how the pandemic
will be handled, many parents don’t
trust schools to watch their children
as carefully as they would themselves
to ensure proper social distancing,

hand cleanliness and mask usage.
But many parents face little choice.
Dallas is one of the 25 largest cities
in the United States with the worst
broadband connections. According
to DISD’s own survey, 30% — or
46,000 students — don’t have reli-
able internet access at home, making
virtual learning nearly impossible.
To help bridge the technological gap,
the district distributed over 15,000
hotspots and announced a $20 mil-
lion investment to distribute iPads or
Chromebooks to students prior to the
school year.

The COVID-19 pan-
demic has exposed
how many services
Dallas ISD provides
beyond the reach of
education.

In mid-August, Dallas ISD trustees
voted to place a $3.7 billion bond
package on the ballot in Novem-
ber. If approved, it will be the larg-
est issuance of debt from any local
entity in state history. The bond in-
cluded $270 million for technology
improvements, including helping
to provide broadband access to stu-
dents.

Even with the work Dallas ISD has
put into accommodating its students,
for some parents, in-person learning
seems like the only option. Those
who can’t work from home and can’t
afford childcare are relying on the
school district to safely care for their
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children while they support their
family. Some rely on compassionate
family members or their children’s
older siblings for childcare. Many
parents have been rearranging their
schedules or even bringing their chil-
dren to work with them to accommo-
date virtual learning.

The COVID-19 pandemic has ex-
posed how many services Dallas ISD
provides beyond the reach of educa-
tion. Dallas ISD has become a pro-
vider of basic utilities, including in-
ternet and technology. Since March,
Dallas ISD has provided food servic-
es weekly to eligible families with
some staff members buying grocer-
ies with their own money to help
support students.

With high numbers of COVID-19
cases in Dallas and no great options
for parents and teachers, the district’s
reopening plans give Dallas ISD the
ability to continue to provide for and
adapt to the community’s needs as it
receives updated information from
parents, teachers and local health of-
ficials.

Nicole Kiser is managing editor of
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A Letter from the
Executive Director

By Brenda Snitzer

For many of us, talk about “back-to-school” prob-
ably brings back fond memories of school supply
shopping, thinking about new teachers and class-
mates and enjoying a fresh start at grades. For this
year, none of these things come to mind for stu-
dents, teachers or parents.

Every scenario being discussed, whether complete
virtual learning, virtual learning for a month or
so before returning to the classroom or staggered
schedules, does not give comfort to parents, teach-
ers or children. COVID-19 has made “back-to-
school” a very upsetting time for everyone.

The Stewpot is known for helping those experi-
encing homelessness. However, for more than 45
years, we also have had programming for low-in-
come children, youth and families. This is normally
our “back-to-school” time of year as well.

But this year, the biggest challenge for many of our
families is that their jobs do not allow them to work
from home, where they can assist their children’s
virtual education. Many of their jobs require them
to be on-site to earn a paycheck.

As a result, whether the family is a single-head of
household or a dual-head of household, parents
must choose between leaving their children home
alone or staying with them and not earning an in-
come. Some have already made the latter choice
and have been struggling for months to pay rent and
utilities with a non-existent income.

The Stewpot, like many organizations around the
city, have been helping families pay their rent and
utilities. But the pandemic continues, and dollars
are dwindling, not only for families but also for or-
ganizations that are helping pay rent and utilities,
including the City of Dallas.

Many families were looking to the school year to
help get them back on their feet. But they, like fami-
lies of all income levels, are having to make tough
choices about their children’s education.

On top of that, children and youth who are not en-
gaged in summer activities experience a dramatic
summer-learning loss. Research from organizations
like the Wallace Foundation and Big Thought
shows that children and youth need to be engaged in
activities throughout the summer. Both educational
and recreational activities during summer months,
such as field-trips that stimulate their minds, help
them maintain important skills in subjects like read-
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ing and math.

This reality is particularly challenging for children
from lower-income families. As this school year
starts, many of them may have suffered academic
loss from the end of the last school year as well as
from a lack of summer stimulation. And their fam-
ilies are the least likely to have the technological
connections to continue learning in a virtual envi-
ronment.

What’s more, education for many lower-income
families is their main way out of poverty. As one ex-
ample, The Stewpot’s children and youth programs
have helped more than 200 young people go onto
college or vocational school after high school, en-
abling them to secure higher-paying employment as
they enter adulthood. Many of these young people
later help lift their families out of poverty.

There are other excellent after-school and summer
programs, such as ones offered by Girls Inc. and
Boys and Girls Clubs. These programs are support-
ing families during this time and will continue to
do so.

We all hope that we haven’t lost too much ground
as we work to help young people grow academi-
cally. But we will continue to support their growth
through our programs. The COVID-19 crisis we all
are experiencing makes it even more critical that
our most impoverished families are supported so all
of our children can grow academically.

Brenda Snitzer is executive director of The Stewpot.



The Pastor’s Letter

By The Rev. Amos Disasa

This essay is adapted from a sermon
Rev. Disasa gave on August 9.

When I was young, my grandmother scolded
me every time I exclaimed that I hated some-
thing. My grandmother’s unqualified demand
that I never use the word ‘“hate” to describe
my feelings towards a person, place or thing
is unforgettable. I heard her voice whispering
to me and Joseph’s brothers as I studied their
family saga from Genesis 37.

The hate started early for Joseph. He was 17
years old when the Bible says that his father
“...loved Joseph more than any other of his
children, because he was the son of his old
age; and he had made him a long robe with
sleeves. But when his brothers saw that their
father loved him more than all his brothers,
they hated him, and could not speak peaceably
to him.”

The rest of Joseph’s story is predictable. Broth-
erly jealousy has a way of leading to negative
outcomes for everybody. And this story of a
band of brothers that breaks up in spectacu-
lar fashion is no different. Joseph’s privileged
place in his father’s heart is undeniable. He
will wear the shiny fresh coat given to him by
his father with pride, but Joseph’s brothers are
not impressed.

Lost love between brothers is a com-
mon theme in Genesis. We’ve already
seen it in the Cain and Abel story and
then in the Jacob and Esau story. The
hyper-local jealousies, resentments
and selfishness of siblings never
seems to stop at one of them being put
in time-out. Instead, the arguments
over birthrights, blessings and blingy
coats become geo-political rivalries
that are inherited by generation after
generation. Scripture keeps telling
us that the consequences of some sin
aren’t buried with our bodies. They
are passed down like our bald spots.

The older brothers don’t know it yet,
but Joseph is not their enemy. Joseph
is a young dreamer that has the eye
of his father and a fancy coat. He’ll
preen and peacock his way through
the next 20 verses of this chapter, an-

noying us and his brothers with his breathless
narration of self-congratulatory dreams. His
brothers hate him so much that they sell him
into slavery to a caravan of foreigners on their
way to Egypt. The punishment was cruel and
unnecessary. Couldn’t they find a less calami-
tous way to resolve their hate?

They can’t. When his brothers saw that their
father loved him more than all his brothers,
they hated him and could not speak peaceably
to him. The fate of all 12 brothers, including
Joseph, was sealed when the older brothers
saw how much their father loved Joseph, and
hated Joseph in response.

Hate is a zero-sum emotion. The result is al-
ways mutual self-destruction. Nobody wins in
this generation or the next. Which means, Jo-
seph is not his brother’s enemy, hate is.

Researchers report that we are most likely to
hate those we love or once loved. And it has
been reported that we hate, on average, five
people in our lifetimes; ex-husbands and co-
workers are cited as the most hated people in
psychological studies.

Hate doesn’t come naturally or often to us, but
when it comes on, there isn’t an easy way to
slow it down. But if you think you’re immune
to experiencing the emotion, then consider if
you’ve ever attempted to eliminate someone
from your circle of friends, from membership
in a group you support or from your memory.

First Presbyterian
Church of Dallas
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Most of us wouldn’t admit to hating someone
enough to throw them into a pit or sell them
into slavery like Joseph’s brothers did to him.
But we are prone to making attempts at elimi-
nating people in other ways. Joseph’s brothers
could have killed him, but instead they choose
to make his life intolerable by erasing him
from their family story.

They don’t want him to die; they just don’t
want him to live anymore with his shiny new
coat.

Stripped-bare Jesus the Christ was lifted high
above another band of brothers. The Roman
soldiers below him were bartering for his coat
and fighting over his sandals. What did they
care?

Hate is a zero-sum emotion.
The result is always mutual
self-destruction. Nobody
wins in this generation or
the next. Which means, Jo-
seph is not his brother’s en-
emy, hate is.

He was too weak to fight back. Perfect in love,
he used his last breath to forgive those who
cursed him to death. Innocent as a dove, he
bore the stains of all humanity on his shiny
coat of righteousness as he died for no rea-
son. They wanted to eliminate Jesus by send-
ing him to a certain death. Jesus’ punishers at-
tempted to demonstrate that the first
wouldn’t be last and the last couldn’t
be first because the world isn’t sup-
posed to give shiny coats to less than
perfect people.

But God can’t help it. In the kingdom
of God, even brats like Joseph get a
coat.

My prayer for us is that we’d notice
the shiny coat of possibility that each
of us wears as a child of God. Keep
reading Joseph’s story and you’ll
notice that when we strip the digni-
ty from people we hate, God keeps
them clothed with a coat of divinity.

The Rev. Amos Disasa is senior pas-
tor of the First Presbyterian Church
of Dallas.
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A Test of Resolve:
Back to School in the

Pandemic
By Poppy Sundeen

Preparing for her fall semester at Texas A&M Uni-
versity is different this year. In addition to typi-
cal student jitters about upcoming courses, Jenny
Patino worries about her safety from COVID-19.
Weekly three-hour engineering labs are a major
concern. “Last year, multiple labs met at the same
time, so it was really full,” she says. “I don’t know
how they’re going to keep us distanced in the fall.”

Despite her concerns, Jenny, a rising junior, is de-
termined to keep working toward her degree in
electrical engineering. It’s a journey that began in
first grade, when she started spending Saturdays at
The Stewpot.

Growing up with The Stewpot

“My mom learned about the Saturday school
because we had some cousins who went there,”
says Jenny, referencing a Stewpot program called
Saturday Kids’ Club. “We’d have art class, gym,
theatre plus a field trip once a month. I ended up
meeting some of my best friends there.”

After elementary school, Jenny transitioned into
The Stewpot’s Junior Crew program for middle
school students. “Two of the adults who worked
with us were engineers. I didn’t know what engi-
neering even was, but they explained what they
did.”

When it was time for high school, she chose to
attend the School of Science and Engineering, a
Dallas Independent School District Magnet cam-

Jenny Patino grew up attending the Children
and Youth programs at The Stewpot.

pus. “It’s one of the best decisions I ever made,”
says Jenny. “The teachers there really stressed go-
ing to college. They make it part of your mindset.”

A pathway to college

The Stewpot continued to play an important role in
Jenny’s life through the Venturing Crew program
for high school students. She credits the program
with introducing her family to the college experi-
ence.

“When my oldest brother was in high school, he
went on a Venturing Crew college trip to Austin
and ended up going to school there. It’s how he
found out what college was all about, and my par-
ents learned from there.”

Jenny’s brother was the first person in her immedi-
ate family to attend college. Her parents, who im-
migrated from Mexico before she was born, left
school as children. After they settled in Texas, Jen-
ny’s mother got her GED. “Neither of my parents
knew about college until my brother went.”

“When my oldest brother
was in high school, he went
on a Venturing Crew college
trip to Austin and ended up
going to school there. It's
how he found out what col-
lege was all about, and my
parents learned from there.”

To Texas A&M on scholarship

Encouraged by her brother’s example, as well as
by her school and the Venturing Crew, Jenny set
her sights on a college education. Her work paid
off with acceptance at Texas A&M plus a scholar-
ship from The Stewpot.

Jenny thrived at college, immersing herself in her
classes and making new friends. “You meet people
who are on the same journey you are.” She was
excited about A&M’s study-abroad program and
about joining the Society of Hispanic Professional
Engineers. “They have speakers, and you can ask
anybody for help.” She was also hoping to go to
their next national convention.

Spring 2020, when everything changed

The COVID-19 pandemic put an end to many of
the college experiences Jenny valued most. After
spring break, the Society of Hispanic Profession-
al Engineers ceased hosting meetings in person.
“They tried doing Zoom meetings, but fewer and

Jenny Patino received a scholarship from
The Stewpot to attend Texas A&M University.

fewer people attended.” Its convention plans were
put on hold, as were the A&M study-abroad pro-
grams.

Jenny stayed in College Station and completed her
sophomore year online before returning home to
Dallas to live with her parents. Over the summer,
she continued to work toward her degree by taking
a class in linear algebra and a circuitry lab online.
“The lab involved parts I would have had access
to at A&M, but I had to buy them to do it online.”

The hands-on nature of lab classes is another rea-
son why they typically take place in person and
present social-distancing challenges. Jenny ex-
pects lecture courses to be less crowded. “I really
don’t know how it’s going to work.”

Looking ahead

What Jenny does know is that she wants to fin-
ish her undergrad degree and possibly go on to
graduate studies. “I’d like to lean into the medical
area,” she says. “Maybe use electrical engineering
to help make more efficient MRIs and ultrasound
machines or ventilators.”

For now, Jenny’s focused on doing well in her
classes this semester and staying virus-free. “I
hope that every single time I go to class, I come in
healthy and leave healthy.”

She’s trying to adjust to doing without the campus
interactions that made her first two years at A&M
so rewarding — the study groups, her professional
meetings and shared campus activities. “It’ll be
lonelier in college this year.”

Poppy Sundeen, a Dallas writer, is a member of
the STREET Z/ne Editorial Advisory Board.



View from the Street:
Elm Street through the
Eyes of a STREETZine

Vendor
By Sarah Disasa

In mid-March of this year, the bustling streets of
downtown Dallas began looking like the desert-
ed streets of a ghost town. Many of the men and
women who fill the tall buildings downtown, run
the restaurants, keep the church houses open, sell
merchandise at Neiman Marcus and wait on hotel
guests, were not coming downtown to their jobs
anymore due to COVID-19. Stay-at-home orders
made normal day-to-day jobs feel foreign in many
ways.

No longer did we have the camaraderie of the work-
place. No longer did we get “dressed” for work.
No longer did we commute in stressful traffic or
on the DART. And although it seemed strange not
to go in to work, many people could simply work
from home. But for those who don’t have a home,
those whose jobs can’t be done from home and
those who rely on a vibrant city to make ends meet,
the stay-at-home orders had a significant impact.

Brandon has sold STREETZine on Elm Street
daily for the past two-and-a-half years. But ever
since mid-March, his customers, the people who
fill up downtown Dallas, stopped coming to work.
No workers downtown meant no customers for
Brandon. Yet, he continues to go to his post on EIm
Street even now, even without a newspaper to sell.
Not only did his customers stop coming downtown
for work, but print production of STREETZine

Did You
Know?

The Stewpot offers scholarships
to students in college or
vocational school.

Currently, 46 students are
receiving higher education with
the help of these scholarships.

stopped temporarily in April.

Brandon was born in Rowlett and has been experi-
encing homelessness ever since his move to Dallas
five years ago. Previously having jobs as a cook
and as a builder of cable towers, Brandon now has
one job that he really enjoys: selling STREETZine.
“My dad always had his own business, and I like
to work for myself,” he said, as he recalled what
he likes about selling STREETZine. “I absolute-
ly love it.” Before COVID-19, Brandon typically
worked over 40 hours a week.

Over the past two-and-a-half years, Brandon
has made some wonderful relationships with his
STREETZine customers. “You get to meet a lot of
new people. And then you have a reoccurring rela-
tionship with some of those people. That gets to be
fun. They get to be your friends.” On his birthday
recently, several of Brandon’s regular customers
brought him gift cards to celebrate. “I’ve got really
good customers,” he said.

“We want to earn a living
like everybody else.”

STREETZine has continued with online produc-
tion rather than print production for the past several
issues due to the current circumstances of the pan-
demic. The Stewpot is just as eager as the vendors
are to resume selling STREETZine in its original
printed form. Without a printed product, STREET-
Zine’s purpose of offering financial opportunity
to the vendors is on pause. In the meantime, The
Stewpot has set up a fund to help with groceries
and other basic necessities for established vendors.

Although his job as a STREETZine vendor is very
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Brandon in front of the Majestic Theater.
Photo by Sarah Disasa.

flexible, Brandon likes to keep regular hours be-
cause his customers rely on him to be there. “I
want STREETZine to come back because custom-
ers look forward to it.”

Now that the bustle of downtown Dallas has picked
back up, Brandon and other vendors are eager to
sell. “STREETZine has helped me in a big way,”
he said. “It’s helping me get off the streets. My
life’s a lot more positive now. It keeps me out of
trouble.” Brandon explained that the vendors are
good people. “We want to earn a living like every-
body else.”

Sarah Disasa is a member of the First Presby-

terian Church of Dallas and the STREET Z/ne
Editorial Advisory Board.

Did You
Know?

The Stewpot has served over
8,200,000 meals since 1975.

Over 200,000 meals have
been served this year
alone!
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The Power of
Accelerated Growth:
A Conversation with
Romikianta Sneed

By Bill McKenzie

Romikianta Sneed is principal of the
Dallas Independent School District’s
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Arts
Academy. Her pre-K through fifth
grade campus is part of the district’s
Accelerating Campus Excellence
(ACE) program, which uses such
strategies as matching high-perform-
ing teachers with the lowest-perform-
Ing campuses.

Located in an economically-chal-
lenged southern Dallas neighbor-
hood, 20-25 percent of the school’s
students reqularly experience home-

lessness. Ms. Sneed spoke with
STREETZine’s Suzanne Erickson,

LEARNING &

Nicole Kiser, and Bill McKenzie
about their challenges during the
COVID-19 pandemic and the start of
the school year. The interview below
has been edited for length and clarity.

Before we get into this coming school year,
what it was like for your students who experi-
ence homelessness after Dallas schools went
into lockdown in March? How did they gain
access to the internet, for example?

Immediately, I reached out to the parents at the
three shelters where our students experiencing
homelessness live to let them know we would be
glad to bring the technology and hotspots there
for their children. Thanks to the district, they
had Chromebooks, Kindles and the technologies
everyone else had.

But three or four weeks later, one of the shelters,
Dallas Life, had an outbreak of COVID-19. That
was very hard for everyone. We lost contact with
some of our scholars there.

What was it like in terms of food and meals for
those students as well as others experiencing

poverty?

The assistant principals and I went to Costco and

=
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Romikianta Sneed is principal of the DISD’s Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Arts Academy.
Photo bv: Andrew Kaufimann/George W. Bush Presidential Center.

We are not just about aca-
demics. We truly care about
educating the whole child.
We provide a holistic ap-
proach to breaking the
cycle of poverty, starting
with meeting the most basic
need of having enough to
eat.

Sam’s and purchased food out of our pockets for
our families. When families picked up the school
packets and technologies for their students, they

also could pick up groceries.

We reached out to CitySquare, who also provided
food for MLK students as well as all of South
Dallas. Some families, though, went through their
food in a few days. CitySquare filled in the gap.

CitySquare and Cornerstone Baptist Church also
found housing for families in hotels and apart-
ments. They paid to put up families, some of
whom were not documented. I know people were
not supposed to be evicted, but some of our fami-
lies are undocumented and are taken advantage of
during crisis situations. CitySquare reached out to
help them.

As you enter the new school year, how do you
plan to assess any learning deficits that might
have arisen from the end of the 2019-2020

school year?

Our district has disaggregated some of our data,
so we are looking at what we are calling unfin-
ished learning, on-track learning and advanced
learning. We are looking at all students, but
particularly those in grades two through five
who took an interim assessment before the shut-
down. Our culture at MLK is built upon high
expectations.

We will start virtually and in phases. The initial
phase during the first four weeks is to ensure
teachers and students are doing well and can
navigate all the technologies and online re-
sources.

Then, we will look at students who did not meet
expectations. The gaps may be great, but we
will work with them on unfinished learning.
Maybe 65 percent of our scholars will fit into
this category, about 20 percent may be on track
and the rest may be advanced.

Continued on page 7
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We couldn't do it without...

Please check TheStewpot.org for virtual volunteer opportunities. There are no
in-person volunteer openings at this time.

Continued from page 6

We are hearing about the COVID-slide, and
buzzwords about what has happened over the

last six months. I am trying to reframe and reset
and think not about the COVID- slide, but about
accelerated growth. We know our scholars can
and will exceed expectations when given the right
environment.

The mindset about what our students are not able
to do got us into the ACE model. We can no lon-
ger just close gaps and expect our scholars to be
prepared. We need to think about their accelerated
growth.

This will be difficult as some of our scholars will
be receiving instruction or reading a book for the
first time in six months. But if we think only of
that or about unfinished learning, it will be heavy
on everyone, especially our teachers who are on
the front-lines. That’s why we need to think about
accelerated growth.

If schools have to return to online learning at
some point this fall, what plans exist for that
possibility?

The school building would definitely remain
open. We have to serve parents. Ever since
March, we have had families calling for food and
other needs. We have been here on campus as
essential workers for our community. That’s true
for many Dallas ISD principals. Our plan is to
prepare our staff for online teaching and the plat-
forms we will use before our first day of school.

Are you getting state and federal money to
help with this crisis?

Our district will. And the district is extremely gra-
cious in making sure all schools in Dallas ISD get
what they need. And we use some money from
our ACE program to help with items like uni-
forms and school supplies. This is an example of
equity and excellence.

However learning might occur this fall, what
are your plans for helping students with their
social-emotional needs?

We can’t do anything without addressing those
needs first. Our three core values—growth mind-
set, high expectations and inspiring relation-
ships—are at the heart of everything we do here
at MLK. Our scholars know we love them by
showing how much we care for them and their
families.

We will use the Sanford Harmony Social-Emo-
tional Learning (SEL) program to assist with
students and their social-emotional needs. We
are starting with our teachers and seeing how
they and their families are doing during this time.
That will be a focus during our first professional
development day. We also have an extra assistant
principal and an extra counselor, which is part of
the district’s strategy to assist schools with high
needs. They will help our teachers manage emo-
tions.

Because we value and respect our teachers’
social-emotional needs, they will be prepared to
rebuild SEL skills in students. Our teachers will
have multiple chances to prepare for our students,
who will need many opportunities to adjust after
this interruption in learning. This is all part of our
Phase 1 of reopening.

During our first few weeks of school, whether
virtually or in-person, we are giving our students
at least half an hour a day to talk about what they
have experienced during COVID. We will do this
in increments, starting with morning arrival in our
gym with soft music, uplifting videos and planned
SEL time. Some of our students have not had the
opportunity to visit with therapists, so we want to
assist with helping our kids heal. We have worked
with district SEL coordinators to assist with posi-
tive adult-student relationships during COVID.

And if you have to go back to all online learn-
ing this fall, will you continue to provide food?

Yes, that is a district initiative, and we will work
with partners to support our families.

What we didn’t expect were the families who suf-
fered a decrease in wages and how much that loss
affected their food security. The school district
even delivered food to families who lacked trans-
portation.

We are not just about academics. We truly care
about educating the whole child. We provide a
holistic approach to breaking the cycle of poverty,
starting with meeting the most basic need of hav-
ing enough to eat.

We remind our students who are experiencing
homelessness that this too will pass. They are
only experiencing homelessness. They will not be
homeless all their lives.

Bill McKenzie is a member of the First Pres-
byterian Church of Dallas and The STREET-
Zine Editorial Advisory Board.
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Across
2. Students’ favorite time of the school day.

3. Sometimes, these seem to weigh as much
as the students wearing them.

7.To help you know how you are doing,
teachers give you these.

8. Allows thirsty students to get a drink of wa-
ter during school.

11. Class for exercise and playing sports.
13. An electronic version of a chalkboard.
15. Outdoor play time for younger students.
16. The person in charge at a public school.

18. A writing instrument that makes it easy to
correct mistakes.

19. Person who educates students.

Back-to-School Days

By Jennifer Nagorka

16

11

12

13

Down
1. Place where students check out books.
4, Place where students gather to learn.

5. A newer version of a chalkboard, but not
electronic.

6. What high school students dread at the end
of each semester.

9. Required clothing for elementary students
at most public schools.

10. Place where students eat lunch.
12. Assignments due before class meets.

14. Teachers "take” this to know who is pres-
ent or absent.

16. A sound-it-out method of teaching chil-
dren to read.

17. Place for students to store personal items.

14

15

lb

17

18

19




A Little More Good

By Jenna Minser

Like so many others, INSP intern
Jenna Minser’s life was complete-

ly upended because of COVID-19.
As we all adapt to our new normal,
it can be easy to focus on the bad
things. Yet, it’s more important than
ever to find the big things we can

be grateful for and the small things
we can do to make the world a little
better.

I had three months left of my study abroad expe-
rience in Edinburgh, Scotland when my program
was cancelled. In one fell swoop, I was heading
back to my hometown, accepting the reality that
my post-graduation plans in May wouldn’t happen
and realizing my future was murky at best. Like
almost everyone else around the world, my life
was upended by COVID-19.

In fact, it only took a few short days from when
I was booking flights around Europe with my
friends and spending afternoons exploring Edin-
burgh before I boarded a terrifying flight home
with hundreds of other Americans amid an un-
precedented outbreak. It was March 11 when I
woke up to a phone call at 2:00 AM from my mom
telling me that the US had announced a travel ban
from Europe. By March 18, I was home.

My story is not unique. It is one that echoes not
only the experience of thousands of other univer-
sity students whose study abroad was cut unex-
pectedly short but of students all around the world
in their last year of school, robbed of a celebratory
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I can support my community
simply through phone calls,
kind words and a positive
attitude. It won't make ev-
erything better, but it will
do some good.

and memorable final term. I’'m now back in my
parents’ house and, like so many others in my po-
sition, won’t be leaving anytime soon.

With everything that’s happening, it’s easy to for-
get the things that I’'m grateful for: my family and
friends are all safe and healthy. I had a home to
come back to and supportive parents who love me.
I have a big backyard, a Netflix subscription and
plenty of time to video chat with my friends who
are in the same boat. But it’s also just as easy to
forget that a lot of people have it worse.

One of the best parts of my study abroad expe-
rience, though it was cut short, was an editorial
internship I had with the International Network of
Street Papers (INSP). Not only was I able to write
for a group of publications that reached people all
around the world, but I was welcomed into a vi-
brant community of people working towards so-
cial good. Through INSP, I was able to speak with
vendors facing homelessness from a multitude of
places, interviewed companies dedicated to mak-
ing positives changes in their neighborhoods and,
most importantly, learned a lot more about the
challenges people who face homelessness and job
insecurity cope with. COVID-19 has only made
things worse.

I feel a near-constant worry for the future. Not just
my future, but my friends’ futures. I’'m resentful
that my international adventure was cut short. I’'m
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stressed about the fact that my plans are uncertain
and that I might still be at my childhood desk a
year from now. I’'m trying to balance support-
ing my community — both among my immediate
neighbors and those who are also graduating from
university during this global pandemic — while
trying not to go crazy myself.

Sometimes, it feels like I don’t have the emotional
capacity to think about people who are in much
worse situations than me. The thought that there
are so many without safe spaces to self-isolate,
without jobs and without a support network to
lean on feels overwhelming. I think a lot of people
feel that way. It’s the same reason that I feel unjust
complaining about my own life. Yes, I lost a lot
because of the coronavirus, but it’s nothing com-
pared to what others are going through.

However, my experiences with INSP are helping
to inform what I can do for those people struggling
right now. The idea of trying to change and fix
what the entire world is experiencing is unfathom-
able, just as it is to not allow ourselves to mourn
the things we have lost, even if others are worse
off. Instead, I’m trying to focus on what I can do:
I can care for people, myself included.

I can bring my grandparents and their neighbors
groceries. | can donate to charities doing good
work. I can be supportive of my friends who are
self-isolating in toxic environments. I can cut my-
self slack — sleep a lot, take walks, drop expecta-
tions that I must accomplish a million goals during
quarantine. I can support my community simply
through phone calls, kind words and a positive
attitude. It won’t make everything better, but it
will do some good. And I think we all need a little
more good right now.

Courtesy of INSP.ngo.

inspiring journalism

International Network of Street Papers
Supporting a network of 100 street papers in 35 countries.
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The Great Outdoor

By: Vincent Carter

Being homeless is like being in the wilderness.
There is danger;

Have to be careful.

The mountains of rock and trees
Appear to reach for the sky—
God’s natural beauty,

So pleasing to the eye.

They surround a clear blue lake
Filled with water so cold.
This is the kind of place

You’d want to live as you grow old.

The winters can be very harsh,
The summers unforgiving,
But the one thing that will be known:

That a place this beautiful is for living.

Vincent Carter is a client of The Stewpot.

Key to July Crossword:

Urban Creatures

Students come to pick up their Camp in a Box and other summer
activities provided by The Stewpot’s Children and Youth Program.

A child works on an activity from her Camp in a Box.



Around The Stewpot:

Children and Youth

Summer Programs
By: Alma A. Reyes

For this month’s Around The Stewpot, STREET-
Zine asked Alma A. Reyes, the manager of Chil-
dren and Youth Programs at The Stewpot, to talk
about how The Stewpot has adapted its Children
and Youth Summer Programs to offer high-quality
services while conforming to new COVID-19 safe-
ty measures.

We experienced our very first Virtual Summer
Camp here at The Stewpot. Typically, we’d be
on the campus of the First Presbyterian Church
of Dallas, and you’d hear the laughter of children
across the building. However, we had to adapt to a
new format of teaching and assisting our students.
This summer we had five talented summer instruc-
tors that focused on teaching art, science, fitness
and nutrition, cultures and the 3R’s (reading, writ-
ing and arithmetic). We also had our partners: the
North Texas Food Bank (specifically, their Cook-
ing Matters Program), Our Friend’s Place, North
Texas Alliance to Reduce Unintended Pregnancy
in Teens (NTARUPT) and SPARK! By Noggin
Educational Foundation.

In preparation for our summer classes, each student
was provided materials for each class, and families
that needed computers were lent one for the sum-
mer. Fortunately, the majority still had their elec-
tronic devices provided by the school district.

There was chaos, but all

of this was worth handling
with patience and grace
once we saw the smiling
faces of our students—stu-
dents that we had not seen
in months.

Our first day went as well as we could’ve expected:
lots of excitement trying to figure out the schedule,
entering Zoom calls and finding the volume but-
ton or locating the camera. There was chaos, but
all of this was worth handling with patience and
grace once we saw the smiling faces of our stu-
dents—students that we had not seen in months.
We quickly jumped in to face the challenges of the
first day.

We felt encouraged and kept on. As the second
week came to a close, the elementary students ex-
pressed being sad that summer classes were over.

During Noggin’s programming, which ran for four
weeks and focused on reading, math and career
days, students were able to accumulate points for
their participation, attendance and sportsmanship
to win prizes, with the grand prize being a PS4.

On average, we had about 22 elementary students
attend our virtual programming, ranging from

Tall Hair Jacob

third to seventh grade. Our first and second grad-
ers received a Camp in a Box, along with a box
of activities provided by the Children and Youth
program. Their participation brought us to a total
of 32 children served this summer.

For our second part of virtual summer, we had stu-
dents in eighth through twelfth grade participate
in three classes (art, science and fitness/nutrition).

A child completes camp activities at home.
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They joined NTARUPT’s Be Proud! Be Respon-
sible! curriculum and Our Friend’s Place through

various lessons and topics (i.e. finance, voting, life
skills).

Students also had an opportunity to hear from vari-
ous professionals in different fields about their ca-
reers and goals during our “C & Y Presents” after-

Art class at The Stewpot’s Virtual Summer Camp.

noon classes. We are so appreciative that we had
so many people willing to talk about their careers.
The professions included, but were not limited to,
social work, computer information systems, teach-
ing, civil engineering, counseling and theology.

On average, we had about 12 students daily. Our
numbers are usually higher. However, due to the
circumstances, some students opted to work if they
were able to help their families or had been affect-
ed by COVID-19. We reached out to those families
and safely delivered food through the Family Sta-
bilization Program’s food distribution work.

Our parents were also involved by attending NTA-
RUPT’s “Families Talking Together,” a two-hour
intervention program for parents of pre-teens and
teens. This program is set to help parents effec-
tively communicate with their pre-teen or teen and
strengthen their relationship. We had a great turn-
out and parents expressed their wishes to continue
the classes throughout the school year.

Overall, we had a great month of virtual program-
ming, great staff and great volunteers that helped
make this summer a successful one in spite of the
challenges. I felt encouraged that, even through
these times, we can continue to provide a space
for our students to learn, grow and feel supported.

Alma A. Reyes is the manager of Children and
Youth Programs at The Stewpot.



12 STREET Z/ne AUGUST 2020 EDITION

What is STREETZine?

STREETZine is a nonprofit newspaper published by The Stewpot of First Presbyterian Church for the benefit of people living in poverty. It includes news,
particularly about issues important to those experiencing homelessness. STREETZine creates direct economic opportunity. New vendors receive ten free pa-
pers. After the first ten, vendors pay twenty-five cents for a paper to be distributed for a one-dollar or more donation. Vendors typically profit seventy-five
cents from each paper. Vendors are self-employed and set their own hours. Distributing STREETZine is protected by the First Amendment.

Distributing STREET /¢ is protected by the First Amendment.

STREET z/7e Vendors are self employed and set their own hours.

They are required to wear a vendor badge at all times when distributing the paper.
In order to distribute STREET z/77¢ vendors agree to comply with Dallas City Ordinances.

If at any time you feel a vendor is in violation of any Dallas City Ordinance
please contact us immediately with the vendor name or number at
streetzine@thestewpot.org

What should we cover next? Fill out our survey at:

https://bit.ly/2WbMRsg

Sponsor a vendor for $15.00*
Your vendor will receive sixty papers which will help him or her earn $60.00.

Please include the vendor’s name and badge number on this form.

Vendor Name Vendor #

Make checks or money orders payable to

The Stewpot and send them to:

STREETZI/)C‘ 1835 Young Street, Dallas, TX 75201

*If your vendor is no longer distributing papers your donation will be applied towards papers that are shared
among active vendors.

[ ]1Check here if you prefer that your check be returned if your vendor is no longer active.

Only badged vendors are authorized to distribute STREET .Z/7c. VENDOR #



